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A National and New Hampshire Historic Site

The Road
More Traveled

Route 28 and the
development creeping
ever closer to the
Frost Farm

Local business interests in Derry, including a
welding business that abuts a pond on the Frost
Farm, want Route 28 near the Farm rezoned
for increased commercial activity. Historic
preservationists and literary enthusiasts are
worried about theimpacton theland surrounding
Frost’s early home. Public workshops have been
held by the local Planning Board—and more
are coming. The outcome isn't apparent, though,
and there is some cause for concern.

From time to time
in the early 1960s,
Robert Frost ex-
pressed a wish that
something be done
about the state of
the farm in Derry
where he and his
family lived for ten
years and where
his poetic voice was
formed. ‘The farm
was then littered
with the detritus
of an automobile
salvage business; it
took a while, but the State of New Hampshire
eventually purchased the property, and a board
of trustees was founded to restore it and its
surroundings to the condition in which it is
today (the Farm is listed in the Registry of
National Historic Sites and is considered one of
the jewels of the New Hampshire State Parks).
It was hard work then, and it’s hard work now.
There’s pressure from folks who want to expand
their businesses. Nothing wrong with that,
except the fact that the natural setting of the
Farm—its stonewalls and fields and trees—are
at the essence of most of Frost’s most memorable
work. If they are lost, so too is the pastoral
setting of the property.The irony can’t be missed.
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Meanwhile, a six-member Planning Board
chaired by David Granese and the town’s
Planning & Community Development arm led
by George Sioras, are trying to find a solution
that satisfies all parties. Over the course of
three workshops that began in November of
last year business owners made it clear that
they feel there’s enough buffer in place to
allow for growth. Supporters of the Farm,
including Trustee Charles Dent, have pointed
out the value of the Farm to the local tourist
economy, the impact the Farm has on the pride
of the community and the need to preserve it.
Former Chair of the Trustees Laura Burnham
has suggested the idea of creating an historic
district for the site. Nadine Peterson, Division
of Historic Resources, suggested consideration
of a neighborhood heritage district whereby
an advisory board would work alongside the
planning board versus creation of specific
zoning buffers and easements. The Derry News
reported on April 7,2010 that the planners are
considering a General Commercial 111 Zoning
designation rather than that of an historic
overlay district to protect the Frost Farm
while encouraging growth along Route 28.
New Hampshire Historic Sites Specialist Ben
Wilson is glad that the town is concerned about
the issues surrounding development, and says
that the planners are doing a good job of finding
out about best practices from the experts. In
the end, however, if it’s a planning issue, it’s a
political issue. And those are usually settled by
the the last people standing in the room.

To express your support for the Farm's interests
in this matter, correspondence may be sent to:

Town of Derry Planning Board
14 Manning Street
Derry, NH 03038
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